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City embraces alter eco

By EMMA SHAW

A PROJECT aimed at en-
couraging green living will
leave behind a legacy of eco-
friendly skills and know-
ledge for the region.

Sustainable Illawarra, a
three-year initiative
launched by Wollongong,
Shellharbour and Kiama
councils with support from
the NSW Government Envir-
onmental Trust, came to a
close last week after provid-
ing a packed program of
events for residents.

More than 8000 people
took part in workshops and
activities on topics such as
keeping backyard chickens,

Lessons in green living keep on giving

creating frog ponds and re-
cyeling more household
waste, project manager Al-
ison Mellor said.

“We were always aware
this was a limited project, so
we were conscious of being
able to achieve as much as
we could, but also to be
leaving that legacy once the
project had finished,” Ms
Mellor said. “We're now
looking forward to the coun-
cils and the community go-
ing forward with the skills
and knowledge they gained

from the project.”

Many of the events carried
out by Sustainable Illa-
warra will now be contin-
ued by the three councils.

Shellharbour City Council
is planning a solar expo for
September, after the suc-
cess of a similar event in
February, and Kiama Coun-
cil will continue to run
second-hand Saturday
events, which have been
likened to giant community
garage sales.

The Super Challenge pro-

gram had also made a last-
ing impact, Ms Mellor said.

“We engaged with 150
households and they all set
their own sustainability
goals and we supported
them fo achieve those goals,
whether it was installing
solar hot water or reducing
waste that leaves the house-
hold,” she said. “The most
popular goal was to create a
vegie garden.”

Through Sustainable Illa-
warra, the three councils
also created a “road map’’ to

embed sustainability in
council policies and in-
ternal processes.

The move is a step in the
right direction, after
Wollongong was named Aus-
tralia’s least “resilient” city
- the most likely to falter
under major environmental
stress - in the Australian
Conservation Foundation’s
Sustainable Cities Index
earlier this month.
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The education and experi-
ence we have gained in the

past three years will help

area and

ensure the Illawarra forges
in this

ahead
makes going green a part of

everyday life for us all.




